Y §
2 W,

) 4
DA /‘ &
L /xaRRA L

MINISTRY
COMMUNICATIONS AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Private Bag X860, PRETORIA, 0001 — iParioli Office Park, 1166 Park, Hatfield, PRETORIA
Tel: +27 12 427 8000 — Email: Media@DCDT.gov.za URL: www.dcdt.gov.za

STATEMENT ON THE NATIONAL DIGITAL AND FUTURE SKILLS CONFERENCE
TO BE HELD AT THE EAST LONDON ICC,
EASTERN CAPE ON 26 — 27 OCTOBER 2023

To: All Media
Date of issue: 06 October 2023

As the world moves into the digital era, developing and underdeveloped countries continue to be hit
hard by lack of skills to navigate the challenges that come with the proliferation of digital technologies
in all spheres of life. This challenge deprives the deserving masses the opportunity to meaningfully

participate in the growing digital economy.

In responding to the clarion call of leaving no one behind, the Department of Communications and
Digital Technologies in collaboration with, the Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale
Zusammenarbeit GmbH (“GlIZ”) and The National Electronic Media Institute of South Africa
(“NEMISA”) will convene the 2023 leg of the National Digital and Future Skills Conference under
the theme: “Realising the Digital Economy and Scaling-Up Skills Development to Support
Innovation and the Digital Revolution”, from 26 — 27 October 2023, at the East London ICC,

Eastern Cape.

The Conference takes forward the objectives of the National Digital and Future Skills Strategy to
facilitate stakeholder collaboration in closing the digital skills gap that exists in the society and
provides a framework for the prioritisation of critical digital and future skills as well as to ensure

well-coordinated and integrated implementation across government and various sectors.
Due to the significant investments required to successfully deploy digital skills in the country, the

digital and future skills programme is best conducted in conjunction with government agencies,

organised business and labour, the academia, scientific organisations and civils society.
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The Conference is a continuation of discussions of solutions for the sector to collaborate and pool
resources to achieve the common goal of massification of digital skills. Furthermore, it seeks to
evaluate the extent to which the resolutions of the 2022 Conference held in Mhlanga, KwaZulu-

Natal have been implemented.

The Minister of Communications and Digital Technologies, Mr. Mondli Gungubele, the Deputy
Minister, Mr. Philly Mapulane and the executive leadership of the collaborating entities are amongst

the 300 expected attendees to this Conference.

The 2023 National Digital and Future Skills Conference is an unrivalled opportunity for
professionals from various sectors to gain access to exclusive content, interact with key industry

players, and discuss the critical digital transformation journey of South Africa.
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